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DearCouncil Members,

Mahaloto theHonolulu City Council for recognizingthat aresolutioncallingfor
mandatory labeling ofgeneticallyengineeredfoods doesNOT belongin the HSAC
package. Food labeling is not thekuleanaofthecountyorthestateandit would be fiscally
irresponsibleto taskour local governmentwith anotherunfundedmandate.We havemuch
moreimportantissuesfor theCity & CountyofHonolulu to addressanddo not needto
becomeengagedin federalfoodsafetyregulation

Thisrequestis drivenby peoplewith extremereligiousandphilosophicaloppositionto
foodthattheyperceiveas“unnatural”anddangerousandtheywant to imposetheir belief
systemon theentirestate.Their initiativeshavebeenfloatingthroughour stateandlocal
governmentsfor almosta decadenow. First theywantedto outlawgeneticengineering
outright,butthenlearnedofthemanybenefitsofthetechnology(i.e. insulin productionfor
diabetics).ThentheywentaftertheGE seedcorncompaniesin the legislature.Whenthat
effort failed, theyengagedtheNativeHawaiiancommunityin oppositionto GE taro. That
failed aswell sincetherewere no GE Hawaiianvarietiesin existence.Now theyhave
engagedOccupyHonolulu,anotheractivistgrouplookingfor a causeto oppose.

Moreover,thereis no needfor thelabelingofgeneticallyengineeredfoodproducts.The
FDA hasdeterminedin conductingandreviewingmorethan400 scientific studiesthat
foodsmadewith geneticallyengineered(GE) ingredientsaresafe. TheAmericanMedical
Association(AMA), World HealthOrganization,NationalAcademyofSciences,andthe
EuropeanUnion havethoroughlyexaminedtheevidenceandfoundthat consumingGE
foodsareno riskierthanconsumingconventionallygrownfoods. If this werenot thecase
andaftermore than20 yearsof consumeruse,whereare all of the sick people? There
aren’t any!

Pleasevote againstthis resolution. Mahalo.

Kevin Kelly, Waialua,HI
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